374         THE     DON     FLOWS     HOME
zealously  curried  a high  standing  bay stallion  tied   to
the tetherpost.  " Look,   Pantalievich,  look  at  the  dev$p
they've sent you ! "
Gregor ran his eyes over the stallion, and asked in a
satisfied tone *
" I haven't looked ; how old is he ? In his sixth year Iffi
the look of him ? "
" Yes, he's six."
" Ah, that's fine ! He's got good legs under him, and all
four stockinged, A handsome little brute 1 Well, saddle
him, and I'll ride and see who it is that's arrived/'
" Yes, he's fine, there's no denying it. He ought to be
fast. By all the signs he should have plenty of spirit,"
Prokhor muttered as he tightened the saddle-girths.
Yet another smoky white little cloud of shrapnel burst
close to the aeroplane.
Choosing a suitable spot for landing, the airman dropped
sharply to the ground, Gregor rode through the wicket-gal^
and galloped to the village stables, beyond which the
aeroplane had descended.
The stables formerly used for the village stallions, a long
stone building standing on the outskirts, was packed tightly
with over eight hundred Red prisoners. The guard would
not allow them out for fresh air and exercise, and there
was not one stool in the place. A thick, heavy smell of
human excrement hung like a wall all around the building.
Stinking streams of urine were crawling under the door;
over them swarmed einerald-green flies.
Day and night muffled groans came from this prison of
the condemned. Hundreds of prisoners were dying of
exhaustion and the typhus and dysentery which were raging
among them- Sometimes the dead were not removed for
days on end.
Gregor rode round the stables, and was about to dismount
when a gun again thundered out from the far side of the
Don. The scream of the approaching shell grew louder,
and dashed with the heavy roar of the explosion.
The pilot and the officer who had arrived in the aeroplane
were just dimbing out of the cockpit, the machine waa
surrounded by cossacks. But at that moment all the guii^l
of the battery on the hill spoke at once. The shells began
to fall accurately around the stables.